


MYTH: Albinism is a curse from the gods
or from dead ancestors. As a result, being
in contact with a person with albinism

will bring bad luck, sickness or even death.

Albinism is nothing more or less
than a genetic condition of the human
body. As such, there is nothing magical
or supernatural about it. You cannot
“catch”albinism - it is not a disease and it
is not contagious.
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MYTH: People with albinism never die.
They are not human - they are ghosts.

The on-going killings in Tanzania
demonstrate that people with albinism
definitely do die. They are NOT ghosts.
Their pale skin and hair result from
having very little of the pigment called
MELANIN.

¢ iy e A
R

MYTH: It's the mother’s “fault”if a child
has albinism.

Both the mother and the father
must carry the albinism gene in order for
their child to have albinism.

MYTH: Having sex with a woman with
albinism will cure AIDS.

No one has ever been cured of
AIDS by having sex with a woman with
albinism. All this does is spread the AIDS
virus.

MYTH: People with albinism have
normal vision.

All people with albinism are
visually impaired AND have extreme
sensitivity to light (due to the lack of
MELANIN). When outdoors, they need to
wear sunglasses to protect their eyes
from the sun. They usually require
special glasses or magnifiers in order to
read.

MYTH: A charm or potion made from
the body parts of a person with
albinism, has magical powers -
bringing its owner wealth, success

and good luck.

No one has ever becomerrich,
successful or lucky from having albino
body parts.

MYTH: Albinos come from and live

only in Tanzania.

Albinism occurs in people of
every race and nationality on planet

Earth.
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