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9 PERSONS WITH ALBINISM SURVIVE BRUTAL 
MACHETE ATTACKS IN TANZANIA.  

 

 

 

Emmanuel FESTO , age 7, survived a brutal machete attack on November 12, 
2007. His arm was hacked off and the fingers of his remaining hand were also chopped 
off. Emmanuel has been relocated to a safer place and is now attending a private 
boarding school sponsored by the UTSS Education Scholarship Fund. 
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Emmanuel Festo 

NOTE: Official reports indicate that between 2007 and 2010, 66 persons with albinism  have 
been brutally attacked; their body parts hacked off  and sold to witchdoctors. Of the 66 

attacks, 57 were murders and 9 are mutilated surviv ors.  Leaders in the albinism 
community believe the number of attacks & deaths is  closer to 100 or more. 
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Mariamu STAFORD , age 28, survived a vicious machete attack on October 17, 
2008. Both of her arms were hacked off. That day, Mariamu also lost the life of her 
unborn child and the ability to wrap her arms around her young son. With the support of 
ABC News, NOAH, Asante Mariamu and UTSS, she has since received prosthetic limbs 
in Washington, D.C. and is now attending a vocational boarding school in Tanzania 
sponsored by the UTSS Education Scholarship Fund. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

MARIAMU’s final products are 
colourful sweaters and hats. The work 
of her hands! 

MARIAMU at vocational school knitting 

MARIAMU adjusting to her new hands: 
they are functional prosthetics 

MARIAMU in hospital recovering 
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Bibiana MBUSHI , age 12, survived a cruel machete attack resulting in her right 
leg and 2 fingers of her right hand being hacked off on December 28, 2007.  Bibiana 
and her younger sister Tindiyebwa (Tindi) have since been adopted by Honorable MP, 
Al Shaymaa Kwegyir and are now attending a private boarding school in Dar es Salaam 
sponsored by our UTSS Education Scholarship Fund. 
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Said ABDALLAH , age 41, survived a malicious machete attack on April 10, 2010 
at which time his left forearm was brutally hacked off.  UTSS has assisted in transferring 
Said from his village to Morogoro town while attending to his rent and liaising with 
organizations for new employment. He would like to do gardening as he was a farmer 
before the loss of his arm. There are organizations that promote tree planting with urban 
nurseries in his area. 
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Kabula NKALANGO , age 13, survived a wicked machete attack on April 26, 
2010 when her entire right arm was brutally hacked off. Kabula is now attending a 
private boarding school under the sponsorship of our UTSS Education Scholarship 
Fund. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTHER AND INFANT ATTACK 
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KABULA recovering in hospital 

UTSS Staff: OMARY and I.K. visit 
KABULA  - June 2010 

RUKIA with her baby, FATMA 
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Fatma MOHAMMED , age 12 months, sustained severe leg injuries from a 
heartless machete attack while being carried on her mothers back on February 8, 
2010.` 
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Rukia KHALFAN , age 33, sustained head injuries from a cruel machete attack on 
February 8, 2010. She, with infant Fatma on her back, were attacked in cold blood just 
outside their hut. They are still in the same village but now live with her parents in a 
safer new house that the government required the village to build for Rukia. 
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RUKIA ‘s head injury 

FATMA’s injuries 
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Thomas from Mara , age 35, survived a calloused machete attack in which his 
arm was chopped off. PICTURE & DATE PENDING 

Our UTSS Office in Tanzania says:   “We do not have Thomas’s photo.  I am 
trying to liaise with my contacts in the region to get in touch with him.  His 
number is unreachable.  I am worried.  His case was in court… 

 

Mtoba MALOSA , age 2, was attacked in January of 2009 surviving with head and 
arm injuries after an inhumane machete attack.   
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